The Slocan Cemetery Buddhist Memorial
Constructed by the Slocan Buddhist Mission Society

Iocan Valley In 1944 this Society was granted permission to construct a memorial

. . : to the Buddhist residents cremated in Slocan prior to the construction of
Historical Society the New Denver Crematorium.  The New Canadian Newspaper, Sept. 24, 1944,

The Memorial | Monument in 201 5

... consists of a white picket fence, rock slab

and a wooden pillar inscribed on all 4 sides.
North side: “Fellow countrymen—Cremated here”
South side: “Rebuilt—Slocan—Donated”

East side: “May 1969"

West side: "Buddha have mercy on me"

= }Belween 1342 %nd 1946, m?re tlﬁiin 4800 3
apanese Canadians were forcibly interne
HIStorY Wal-k in four camps between Slocan and Lemon Creek.
As nearly as history can be reconstructed, this monument commemorates
the memory of the following individuals, and probably others unknown.

Historian Greg Nesteroff is here thanked for his extensive and culturally
sensitive research on the history of this monument.

Some Early Deaths in Slocan Camps:

Haramatsu Fujita, 73, died November 27, 1942.

Manmosuke Fukumoto, 55, died January 21, 1943, of cancer.
Suyeno Goto, 57, a housewife, died November 23, 1942.
Genjaemon Iguchi, 74, died October 30, 1942.

Misako Inouye, 1, died April 16, 1943 of acidosis.

Kireto Kimiko, 14, died January 6, 1943, of unknown cause.

Takeo Kinoshita, 9, drowned in Slocan Lake.

Sadaroku Nakamura, 53, a fisherman, died November 6, 1942, of cancer.
Sajiro Ohara, died December 1, 1942 of liver cancer.

Sheiguko Takayama, infant, died January 15, 1943, of pneumonia.
Shigehisa Taniyama, died in 1943 of liver cancer.
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Tomhiko Tateishi, 65, a labourer, died December 24, 1942, of cancer. Maintenance and
Takejiro Toyota, 83, a farmer, died December 2, 1942, of a hemorrhage. Refurbishment
Is Ongoing
First upgraded in preparation for a visit by former
The SIOCan Buddhist CongregatiOns internees in 1986 by a municipal crew supervised

by Roger Thickett the site requires ongoing
“In the early days of internment, when a Buddhist died maintenance. The inscribed wooden post was
in a Slocan camp a group of men was chosen to cremate replicated with the assistance of former Slocan
the body.This was said to have often occured at a mountain councillor Bob Barkley and Slocan calligrapher
site en route to the Arlington mine. These men were from a Mrs. Fusako Yamamoto.
service group called Hakko-Kai” ,,..ieiby btuion rni Mr.Thickett recalls. “The fence was derelict and the stone caim

was half collapsed. The post in the middle was black with age.”

Fence Renewed Again in 2017

& Slocan Buddhist Funeral —————

During internment, leadership of the Slocan Buddhist B

congregations in the four Slocan Valley camps In 2017-18 badly needed site maintenance was completed
included Rev. Kenryu Tsuji (1919-2004) including the replacement of the by-then decrepit picket fence
(who later became a bishop in San Francisco), Rev. put up in 1986. This was made possible by a Columbia Basin Trust
Hirahara, Rev. Tamura and others. community initiatives grant provided by the Village of Slocan to the

Slocan Valley Historical Society, with the support of the Kyowakai
Research by Goeg Mecrra i
Desiga and iaserprezarion Society.
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